CITY 


Report  as 


to  Urban  District. 


Health  Department, 

Guildhall,  Rochester, 

March  Jth,  IQ05. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  following  Report  of  the  Sanitary  condition  of 
your  District  for  the  year  1904. 


I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


SIDNEY  PRITCHETT. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  District  at  the  middle  of  1904,  calculated  according  to  the  method 
of  the  Registrar-General,  that  is  to  say,  logarithmically,  was  32,142,  made  up  as  follows: — 

Medway  locality,  18,299  ;  Strood  locality,  13,843. 

In  other  words,  between  the  last  Census  and  the  middle  of  1904,  3^  years  have  elapsed,  and  in  that 
time  the  population  of  the  whole  District  has  increased  by  1552,  that  of  the  Medway  locality  by  701, 
and  that  of  the  Strood  locality  by  851. 


BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  867  births  registered,  made  up  as  follows 

Medway 
Strood 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

218 

209 

427 

224 

216 

440 

442 

425 

867 

This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  '9  under  the  average  for  the  past  10  years,  and  is,  together  with  that  of 
1900,  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  same  period  of  time.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  by 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  amounted  to  381.  In  1903  the  natural  increase  was  533,  in  1902  it  was 
382,  which  is  about  its  normal  figure. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  nett  deaths  in  the  year,  that  is  deaths  of  residents  dying  either  within  or 
without  the  District,  is  486,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Medway  ...  262 
Strood  ...  224 


486 

This  number  has  been  several  times  exceeded  in  the  last  10  years,  but  is  30  above  the  average  for  the 
same  period  of  time. 

Vital  statistics  of  the  whole  District,  and  of  its  component  localities,  and  in  which  these 
preliminary  figures  are  elaborated,  will  be  found  set  forth  in  the  Tables  appended  to  this  Report. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  15*1  per  thousand. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  26'9  per  thousand. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  was  2  42  per  thousand. 

The  Infant  Mortality,  per  1,000  births  registered,  was  143. 

The  following  are  the  Rates  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1904  : — 


England  and  Wales 

Birth. 

Death 
(all  causes). 

Death 

(zymotic). 

Infant 

Mortality. 

27-9 

l6'2 

i*94 

146 

Rural  England  and  Wales  ... 

26-8 

I5’3 

I‘28 

125 

76  great  Towns 

29-I 

I7'2 

2*49 

160 

142  smaller  Towns 

27-5 

I5'6 

2 '02 

154 

THE  DEATH  RATE. 


The  Death  Rate  for  1904  compares  favourably  with  the  average  for  the  past  10  years  in  this 
District,  and  also  with  the  various  sections  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  year,  but  it  is 
practically  half  as  high  again  as  that  of  the  District  for  1903,  and  an  analysis  of  the  causes  of  Deaths, 
comparing  1904  with  1903,  produces  the  following  contrast  : 

Deaths. 


>903- 

1904. 

Difference. 

Measles 

2 

17 

+  «5 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

O 

2 

+  2 

Whooping  Cough 

O 

2 

+  2 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  ... 

I 

4 

+  3 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

6 

8 

+  2 

Epidemic  Influenra 

2 

I 

-  I 

Diarrhoea 

9 

45 

+  36 

Enteritis 

8 

7 

-  I 

Puerperal  Fever 

O 

I 

+  1 

Erysipelas 

O 

2 

+  2 

Other  septic  diseases 

M 

>3 

—  1 

Phthisis 

31 

38 

+  7 

Other  tubercular  diseases  .. 

13 

>5 

+  2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

25 

24 

-  I 

Bronchitis 

28 

56 

+  28 

Pneumonia 

17 

34 

+  17 

Pleurisy 

O 

3 

+  3 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  ... 

4 

0 

—  4 

Alcholism,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

4 

O 

Venereal  Diseases 

2 

I 

-  I 

Premature  Birth 

13 

19 

+  6 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  parturition  ... 

4 

4 

O 

Heart  Diseases... 

29 

48 

+  19 

Accidents 

7 

8 

+  1 

Suicides 

4 

I 

—  3 

Apoplexy 

12 

*3 

+  1 

Not  certified 

O 

*5 

+  15 

All  other  causes 

97 

IOI 

+  4 

Total 

332 

486 

This  table  shows  that  there  were  154  more  deaths  in  1904  than  in  1903,  and  that  of  this  increase  no 
fewer  than  60  were  due  to  Zymotic  disease,  that  is  to  say  deaths  from  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever, Whooping 
Cough,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever  and  Diarrhoea. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Heart  Disease  account  for  another  64,  and  Phthisis  supplies  an 
additional  7,  making  a  total  of  131  towards  the  increase  of  154. 

Of  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  there  was  an  increase  of  47  over  1903,  and  of  these  Diarrhoea 
accounted  for  32. 

These  results  are  practically  the  reverse  of  1903,  when  the  abnormal  fall  in  the  death  rate 
was  shewn  to  be  caused  by — 

1.  Lowered  Infant  Mortality. 

2.  Less  Lung  Disease. 

3.  Less  Zymotic  Disease. 

In  1903  the  extraordinary  fall  in  the  Death  Rate  was  attributed  to  climatic  conditions, 
which  were  abnormal,  and  considered  to  be  inimical  to  the  growth  and  spread  of  noxious  bacterial 
life.  In  1904  the  climate  returned  to  its  normal  condition,  as  also,  I  regret  to  say,  did  the  Death  Rate. 

In  the  year  following  one  of  comparative  immunity  from  Zymotic  Disease,  it  is  reasonable, 
under  any  conditions,  to  expect  an  increase  of  such  disease,  since  those  children  who  escaped  infection 
in  the  first  year  are  still  susceptible  in  the  second  year,  and  thus  the  quantity  of  susceptible  children 
is  largely  increased.  In  the  same  way,  after  Scarlet  Fever  or  Measles  epidemics,  one  would  expect  a 
diminution  in  those  diseases  in  the  following  )rear.  These  remarks,  however,  do  not  apply  to  Epidemic 
or  Zymotic  Diarrhoea,  which  disease  has  contributed  so  materially  to  send  up  the  Death  Rate,  and 
some  remarks  on  this  point  will  follow  under  the  heading  of  Diarrhoea. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Table  shewing  number  of  Deaths  for  past  ten  years. 


Y'ear. 

Small 

Vox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Total. 

Death  Rate 
per  1000. 

i*95 

0 

2 

I 

15 

3 

I 

15 

37 

I ‘3 

1896 

0 

24 

9 

17 

2 

7 

14 

73 

2'5 

1897 

0 

O 

2 

26 

IS 

7 

34 

84 

2-9 

1898 

0 

5 

3 

I 

6 

5 

37 

57 

1-9 

1899 

0 

19 

8 

5 

17 

3 

49 

IOI 

3‘3 

1900 

0 

1 

1 

3 

5 

5 

28 

43 

i'4 

1901 

0 

3 

1 

9 

7 

10 

22 

52 

1 ‘6 

1902 

9 

12 

2 

7 

8 

3 

16 

57 

i-8 

>903 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

6 

9 

18 

•56 

1904 

0 

17 

2 

4 

2 

8 

45 

78 

2-4 

The  average  Death  Rate  for  the  past  to  years  is  1-89. 

In  this  Table  the  most  striking  features  are  the  Deaths  from  Measles  and  Diarrhoea,  and 
observations  thereon  will  he  found  later  in  the  Report. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  ACT. 


The  following  Notifications  were  received  during  the  year  : — 


Parish. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Total. 

Strood  and  Frindsbury 

28 

12 

20 

22 

2 

84 

St.  Margarets 

24 

23 

14 

12 

O 

73 

St.  Nicholas 

4 

8 

O 

4 

O 

16 

Chatham  Intra  ... 

O 

I 

0 

1 

0 

2 

56 

44 

34 

39 

2 

175 

From  this  it  is  seen  that  the  Medway  Division  furnishes  91  Notifications  and  Strood  84. 


The  following  Table  shows  from  whence  the  Notifications  come  and  the  average  for  10  years  : 


Medway. 

Strood. 

Total. 

1894 

190 

225 

415 

1895 

IOI 

183 

284 

1896 

152 

268 

420 

1897 

198 

173 

371 

1898 

175 

77 

252 

1899 

154 

269 

423 

1900 

80 

105 

185 

1901 

135 

107 

242 

1902 

157 

90 

247 

1903 

145 

77 

222 

Average  for  years 

1894101903 

1487 

i57'4 

306‘I 

1904 

91 

84 

175 

From  this  Table  it  is  clear  that  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  showed  an  enormous  reduction 

the  lowest  on  record  for  the  last 

10  years,  and  131  less  than  the  average  for  the  same  time. 

SMALL  POX. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Fifty-six  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  2  deaths. 

Forty-three  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

In  1903  one  hundred  and  seventeen  cases  were  notified  and  ninety-seven  removed. 

This  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  satisfactory  from  every  point  ot 
view,  and  seeing  that  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  notified  was  removed  to  Hospital, 
primarily  for  purposes  of  isolation,  the  facts  appear  to  emphasise  the  value  of  Isolation  Hospitals  in 
checking  the  epidemic  spread  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Within  the  last  year  or  two  the  system  of  Isolation 
Hospitals  has  been  adversely  criticised  in  some  quarters.  Personally,  I  do  not  agree  with  these  critics, 
and  the  facts  above  laid  out  certainly  do  not  support  their  contentions. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  were  seventeen  deaths  from  Measles  and  two  from  Whooping  Cough.  In  1903  these 
two  diseases  accounted  for  2  deaths. 

Extract  from  Report  for  1903  :  ‘‘The  object  of  these  remarks  is  to  make  it  clear  that  last 
year's  (1903)  comparative  freedom  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  must  not  be  expected  to  be 
maintained  under  existing  conditions  of  school  management  and  sanitary  administration.” 

Measles  began  to  be  prevalent  in  the  District  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  rapidly  spread 
amongst  the  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools,  particularly  attacking  the  Infants,  and  of 
the  17  deaths  which  occurred  no  fewer  than  15  were  under  the  age  of  five  years.  Measles  is  not  a 
compulsorily  notifiable  disease  in  this  District  ;  consequently,  until  lately  the  cases  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  only  by  casual  ways.  In  order  to  get  more  precise  information,  in  the  beginning  of  June  I 
caused  Notification  Books  to  be  printed  and  sent  to  the  Head  Master  and  Mistress  of  each 
Department  of  the  Schools.  The  information  desired  was  the  name,  age,  and  address  of  each 
scholar  absent  from  school  and  the  alleged  cause  of  absence,  provided  the  cause  was  an  Infectious 
Disease  other  than  those  scheduled  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act.  I  requested  the 
Masters  and  Mistresses  to  send  a  daily  return  to  the  Health  Office,  and  on  the  whole  they  have  loyally 
co-operated  with  me  in  this  matter. 


The  advantages  of  this  plan  are  obvious  and  the  early  knowledge  of  an  outbreak  of 
Infectious  Disease  in  the  Elementary  Schools,  enables  the  Health  Department  to  more  effectively 
deal  with  it  than  has  heretofore  been  the  case. 


The  numbers  of  cases  of  Measles  notified  in 

June. 

this  way  were  : 

July. 

August. 

1st  Week 

147 

33 

4 

2nd  Week 

181 

32 

0 

3rd  Week 

43 

...  12 

0 

4th  Week 

25 

•  •  •  2  •  •  • 

0 

Nearly  all  these  cases  occurred  in  the  Infants'  Departments. 

In  order  to  check  the  outbreak,  the  following  Schools  were  closed  : 


St.  Margaret’s  Infants  ...  i  month. 

Gordon  Road  ,,  ..  3  weeks. 

St.  Mary’s  „  ..  3  „ 

Troy  Town  „  ...  3  „ 

St.  Peter’s  „  ...  4  „ 

Strood  National  „  ...  3  „ 

Holcombe  Road  „  ...  3  „ 


The  first  School  was  closed  on  May  1 8th,  and  the  last  was  re-opened  on  July  4th. 

Early  in  the  outbreak  between  5000  and  6000  leaflets  were  issued,  giving  advice  as  to  the 
management  and  detection  of  cases  of  Measles. 

There  are  at  present  only  two  more  or  less  satisfactory  means  of  dealing  with  outbreaks  of 
this  kind  in  the  elementary  Schools  ;  one  is  by  excluding  affected  scholars,  and  the  other  is  by  closing 
the  Schools.  In  my  opinion  much  of  this  infectious  disease  would  be  done  away  with  and  many  lives 
saved  if  no  child  was  permitted  to  attend  School  under  the  age  of  5  years,  and  I  advise  in  the  strongest 
possible  manner  that  this  should  be  the  custom  in  your  District.  After  the  age  of  5  years,  not  only 
does  a  child  become  less  liable  to  contract  infectious  disease,  but  if  it  is  contracted  far  less  likely  to 
succumb.  Incidentally,  I  deplore  the  abolition  of  the  Epidemic  Grant. 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Forty-four  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  4  deaths. 

Sixteen  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

In  1903  there  were  18  cases  and  x  death. 

Diphtheria  is  a  disease  to  which  insanitary  surroundings  materially  contribute,  and  as  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  is  improving  year  by  year,  I  can  only 
attribute  this  increase  to  climatic  conditions.  The  cases  never  approached  anything  like  an  outbreak, 
and  there  was  not  at  any  time  reason  to  suspect  the  food  supplies  of  giving  rise  to  specific 
infection. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Thirty-nine  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  8  deaths. 

Twenty-six  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

In  1903  there  were  46  cases  and  6  deaths. 

The  question  of  infection  from  polluted  shell-fish  again  arose  in  connection  with  this  disease 
and  strong  representations  were  made  to  you  by  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council  that  shell-fish 
taken  from  the  River  and  sold  in  the  neighbourhood  were  probably  a  cause  of  many  cases.  Your 
attention  was  principally  drawn  to  clams,  and  posters  were  issued  warning  the  people  against  eating 
this  particular  form  of  shell-fish.  Further  observations  on  this  point  will  be  found  later  in  the 
report. 


DIARRHCE  A. 


There  were  forty-five  deaths.  In  1903  there  were  nine  deaths  which  was  the  lowest  number 
since  1894.  There  were,  however,  forty-nine  deaths  in  1899.  The  average  for  the  past  10  years  is 
23.  Of  the  forty-five  deaths  last  year,  43  occurred  under  the  age  of  five  years,  and  38  under  the  age 
of  one  year.  This  report  will  deal  only  with  those  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

The  average  age  at  which  these  infants  died  was  about  4  months  and  3  weeks.  There  were 
14  deaths  in  the  Medway  Division  and  24  in  the  Strood. 


The  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows  :- 

Last  week  in  July 
First  week  in  August 
Second 
Third 
Fourth 
First  week  in  September 


11 

11 

11 


Second 

Third 

Fourth 


it 

11 

It 


It 

•1 

11 


2 

4 
1 1 
1 1 
2 

4 

1 

2 
1 


38 


I  have  visited  as  many  of  the  parents  as  I  could  find,  and  have  collected  the  following 
information  respecting  thirty-four  of  the  cases  : — 


Age 

at  death. 

How  long 
suckled. 

Food  given. 

Insured 

or 

not. 

Mother  attended 
by  Doctor  or 
Midwife. 

Condition 

of 

House. 

6  months 

4  months 

Boiled  bread  and  condensed  milk 

No 

Midwife 

Dirty 

6 

Not  at  all 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

>1 

ft 

*» 

5  M 

2 

2  months 

»  t 

ft 

Doctor 

Clean 

Not  at  all 

Barley  water  and  cows  milk  . 

99 

99 

tf 

7  »» 

3  months 

Condensed  milk  and  Irarley  water 

99 

99 

99 

5  .. 

4  » 

4  <1 

Not  at  all 

Milk  and  water  and  patent  barley 

Yes 

99 

ft 

•  1 

2  months 

Artificial  food  and  cows  milk 

si  11  ••• 

1 1 

No 

99 

99 

tt 

Dirty 

8 

3  '> 

Several  kinds  of  artificial  food  ... 

99 

99 

Clean 

c 

3  *> 

Artificial  food,  cows  milk,  biscuits 

1  » 

99 

Dirty 

3  weeks 

Condensed  milk  and  bread 

Yes 

99 

Clean 

5 

3  months 

Artificial  food  and  tinned  milk  ... 

99 

Midwife 

Dirty 

6 

Not  at  all 

Condensed  milk . 

9: 

99 

tt 

4  tt 

3  weeks 

Artificial  food  and  condensed  milk 

99 

9  9 

tf 

Fairly  clean 

6  ” 

Not  at  all 

99 

99 

4  » 

14  days 

99 

Doctor 

Clean 

6  „ 

Not  at  all 

Condensed  milk  and  tea  biscuits 

9  9 

Midwife 

99 

5  M 

16  days 

>1 

7  days 

Condensed  milk  and  barley  water 

9  9 

Doctor 

99 

Condensed  milk 

No 

Midwife 

99 

3  months 

Not  at  all 

Artificial  food  and  condensed  milk 

Yes 

99 

99 

3  months 

Cows  milk,  barley  water  and  lime  water 

No 

Doctor 

99 

2  ,, 

5  weeks 

Cows  milk  and  water 

Yes 

Midwife 

Fairly  clean 

2  ,, 

Not  at  all 

Cows  milk  and  barley  water  . 

No 

Doctor 

Clean 

4  M 

Artificial  food  and  cows  milk  . 

Yes 

Midwife 

Fairly  clean 

3  ft 

3  months 

Occasionally  biscuits  . 

— 

— 

— 

10  ,, 

3  -• 

Milk  and  barley  water,  boiled  bread 

Yes 

Midwife 

F'airly  clean 

3  ». 

3  w  eeks 

Artificial  food,  cows  milk  and  water 

No 

Doctor 

Clean 

5 

4  months 

ff  It  »» 

Yes 

»» 

9  9 

3  »» 

14  days 

Artificial  food  and  condensed  milk 

99 

Midwife 

Dirty 

8  „ 

16  days 

Artificial  food  and  cows  milk  . 

9  9 

99 

Clean 

4  ^ 

4  months 

Cows  milk  ... 

No 

Doctor 

9  9 

3  >t 

I  .. 

Cows  milk  and  water 

Yes 

*  9 

99 

6  ,, 

3  weeks 

Condensed  milk,  corn  flour,  boiled  bread 

No 

Midwife 

Fairly  clean 

9 

Not  at  all 

Condensed  milk,  biscuits... 

Yes 

9  9 

Clean 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  12  of  the  children  were  entirely  hand-fed  from  birth,  and  that 
only  two  were  being  suckled  at  the  time  they  were  seized  with  diarrhoea.  The  others  were  suckled 
for  varying  short  periods  and  then  brought  up  by  hand. 

I  do  not  think  the  failure  to  suckle  so  many  children  is  due  to  maternal  carelessness  or 
idleness,  nor  were  there  many  mothers  who  had  to  give  up  suckling  by  reason  of  having  to  go  out  to 
work.  The  constant  reply  to  the  question  “  why  did  you  give  up  suckling  ?  ”  was  “  because  my  milk 
left  me,”  and  I  have  no  doubt  this  was  generally  true.  At  the  same  time  the  mothers  have  no  notion 
as  to  how  to  regulate  their  lives  and  so  manage  themselves  that  their  mammary  glands  may  remain 
in  activity  for  a  proper  length  of  time. 

With  regard  to  the  nature  of  food  given  in  the  absence  of  suckling,  the  data  above  shew 
that  the  art  of  infant  feeding  is  not  very  well  understood.  Speaking  generally  it  appears  that  those 
women  who  were  attended  in  their  confinement  by  a  Doctor  shewed  more  intelligence  in  the  feeding 
of  their  infants  than  did  those  who  were  not  and  that  also  their  houses  were  mostly  clean.  From  the 
Doctors  the  mothers  no  doubt  get  proper  and  careful  advice  as  to  how  to  manage  their  infants  and  I 
am  sure  that  some  of  our  Midwives  are  incapable  of  giving  such  advice.  On  the  other  hand  a  person 
who  can  afford  to  engage  a  Doctor  is  more  likely  to  have  a  clean  house  and  to  be  more  cleanly  in  the 
handling  of  food.  In  any  case  the  influence  of  both  Doctor  and  Midwife  is  withdrawn  after  about 
three  weeks  and  the  mothers  left  to  themselves. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  all  these  deaths  from  diarrhoea  occurred  amongst  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  community.  Infants  of  the  better-off  classes  certainly  occasionally  get  diarrhoea  in  the  hot 
summer  months,  but  they  do  not  as  a  rule  die,  and  the  inference  is  that  they  are  either  longer 
suckled  or  more  intelligently  fed.  Of  course  they  are  under  better  hygienic  surroundings  and  no 
doubt  get  earlier  professional  attendance. 

Respecting  the  notes  on  Insurance,  I  do  not  think  the  fact  of  an  infant  being  insured  or  not, 
has  the  slightest  effect  on  the  care  and  attention  shewn  to  it  by  its  mother.  I  believe,  in  this  District, 
at  all  events,  that  the  insurance  of  infants  is  a  genuine  measure  of  thrift. 

1  think  one  remedy  for  this  and  some  other  causes  of  Infant  mortality  lies  in  education.  In 
some  Districts  all  births  are  immediately  notified  to  the  Sanitary  Authority.  This  is  followed  either 
by  a  visit  to  the  house  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector  or  by  the  sending  of  a  leaflet  of  advice  as  to  the  care 
of  infants.  A  visit  or  several  visits  from  an  Inspector  is  of  great  value,  but  such  an  Inspector  should 
be  a  woman.  I  look  forward  to  the  time  when  we  shall  have  a  woman  Sanitary  Inspector  in  this 
District.  Meanwhile  the  duty  of  educating  the  mothers  might  be  undertaken  by  the  wives  of  the 
Clergy  and  by  District  Visitors,  by  whom  I  am  certain  a  great  amount  of  good  could  be  done.  All 
female  teachers  in  elementary  schools  should  be  instructed  in  the  art  of  infant  feeding,  together  with 
other  matters  of  simple  hygienic  knowledge,  and  1  do  not  see  any  reason  why  the  older  girl  scholars 
should  not  be  taught  how  to  feed,  wash  and  clothe  a  baby. 

There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  about  the  Infant  Mortality  from  Diarrhoea  from  a  climatic 
point  of  view.  As  before  stated,  in  1903  there  were  only  9  deaths  from  this  cause,  yet  there  were  as 
many  births  in  the  District,  and  no  doubt  as  many  infants  were  brought  up  by  hand.  The  climatic 
conditions  however  were  very  different.  In  July,  August  and  September,  19J3,  9 '64  inches  of  rain 
fell,  while  in  the  same  months  of  last  year  there  were  only  4^27  inches.  The  temperature  in  these 
months  last  year  was  much  higher  than  in  1903,  and  these  two  causes  together  account  for  the 
increased  mortality.  A  copious  rainfall  cools  the  air  and  the  earth,  flushes  the  drains  and  cleans  the 
yards  about  the  houses  ;  together  with  a  low  temperature  the  conditions  are  adverse  to  the  growth 
and  multiplication  of  noxious  bacterial  life.  Hot  dry  seasons  act  in  precisely  the  opposite  manner, 
and  it  has  been  shew  n  that  the  incidence  of  summer  diarrhoea  is  directly  proportionate  to  the 


temperature  of  the  earth  at  a  depth  of  4  leet  from  the  surface.  When  this  temperature  leaches 
about  56  degrees  F.  the  cases  of  Diarrhoea  increase  with  great  rapidity. 

It  is  supposed  that  if  the  soil  be  moderately  loose  and  moist,  anil  if  it  be  contaminated  by 
organic  matter  the  conditions  when  the  temperature  reaches  the  above-named  height  are  altogether 
favourable  to  the  growth  of  certain  micro-organisms  which  are  capable  of  getting  abroad,  becoming 
air-borne  and  thus  invading  food.  1  hese  organisms  having  invaded  the  food  can  therein  manufacture 
a  substance  which  is  a  virulent  chemical  poison,  and  this  chemical  poison  is,  in  the  human  body,  the 
material  cause  of  epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

Other  factors  predisposing  to  a  high  Diarrhoea  mortality  are  back  to  back  houses,  over¬ 
crowding,  darkness  and  dirtiness  of  premises,  want  of  ample  fresh  air  and  sunlight  both  in  and  around 
houses  and  the  keeping  of  food  in  cellars  or  in  any  place  where  it  is  likely  to  be  contaminated  by  the 
entry  of  drain  or  sewer  air. 

The  Sanitary  Authority  cannot  control  the  earth  temperature,  but  it  can  be  constantly 
endeavouring  to  improve  the  conditions  mentioned  in  the  above  paragraph. 

PHTHISIS  OR  CONSUMPTION. 

There  were  38  deaths,  seven  more  than  in  1903. 

It  was  recommended  in  the  Report  for  1903  that  Phthisis  should  be  made  voluntarily 
notifiable.  This  has  recently  been  done  and  active  steps  are  being  taken  to  mitigate  as  far  as  possible 
the  ravages  of  this  disease. 

HORSES  AND  CATTLE. 

Mr.  E.  Ebbetts,  the  City  Veterinary  Inspector,  reports  that  during  the  year  the  District  has 
been  quite  free  from  disease  of  a  contagious  nature. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Bakehouses. — The  number  of  these  remains  at  twenty-three,  none  of  which  are  under¬ 
ground.  They  have  been  systematically  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  also  occasionally  as  special 
circumstances  required.  No  Bakehouse  prevents  any  gross  sanitary  defect,  such  as  direct  communica¬ 
tion  with  a  drain  or  with  a  sleeping  apartment,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  induce  some  of  the 
proprietors  to  maintain  a  sufficient  degree  of  general  cleanliness.  On  the  whole,  however,  the 
condition  of  the  Bakehouses  shews  a  marked  improvement  on  that  of  a  year  or  two  ago. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — In  1903  there  were  149  on  the  Register,  there  are  now  248 
and  these  have  been  systematically  inspected  from  time  to  time.  There  were  three  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding,  fourteen  cases  of  want  of  cleanliness,  eleven  cases  of  insufficient  ventilation,  twenty-four 
cases  of  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation  and  three  of  minor  defects,  making  a  total  of  fifty-five 
defects,  fifty  of  which  have  been  rectified,  and  the  others  are  in  hand. 

Home  Work. — There  are  seventy-eight  premises  on  the  Register  where  work  is  carried  on 
at  home.  In  1903  there  were  eighty-seven.  The  amount  of  home  work  varies  very  much  with  the 
general  trade  of  the  District.  All  were  examined  several  times  and  found  to  be  generally  cleaner 
than  in  1903.  Some  employers  of  outworkers  still  neglect  to  forward  their  lists,  as  was  also  the  case  in 
1903.  There  were  no  cases  of  overcrowding  or  infectious  disease. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Two  milkshops  have  oeen  closed,  making  a  total  now  on  the  Register  of  thirty-five.  These 
have  been  systematically  inspected  several  times  and  the  greatest  care  is  taken  to  induce  the  milk 
sellers  to  keep  their  vessels  covered  with  muslin  and  to  scald  them  out  twice  daily. 

Cowsheds. — All  have  been  required  to  undertake  sach  structural  alterations  as  will  enable 
them  to  comply  with  the  Regulations  issued  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order 
1885-6.  Until  this  has  been  done  they  cannot  be  registered.  The  most  careful  and  complete 
sanitary  investigation  has  been  made  of  each  shed,  and  written  orders  issued  to  the  proprietors  to 
make  the  necessary  alterations.  At  first  this  reform  excited  a  good  deal  of  opposition  and  discontent, 
but  gradually  the  various  proprietors  began  to  fall  into  line  and  at  the  time  of  writing,  ten  of  the 
twelve  sheds  have  carried  out  what  was  required,  or  are  in  process  of  doing  so.  The  remaining  two 
will  follow  suit. 

I  do  not  think  too  much  importance  can  be  attached  to  protecting  milk  against  infection 
or  contamination.  It  is  a  food  which  is  consumed  daily  in  larger  or  smaller  quantities  by  practically 
everyone  and  is  of  course  the  largest  item  in  the  diet  of  children  and  invalids.  But  beyond  this  it  is 
a  material  which  is  an  excellent  medium  for  the  cultivation  of  micro-organisms.  Therefore  greater 
conditions  of  cleanliness  should  be  insisted  on  in  the  matter  of  milk  than  of  other  articles  of  food. 
In  this  District  your  officials  are  constantly  endeavouring  to  promote  condition  of  cleanliness  in  the 
production  and  sale  of  milk.  Outside  the  District  however  they  have  no  control,  and  it  is  not  in  the 
Milkshops  or  in  the  transit  by  rail  that  the  chief  source  of  contamination  arises.  A  great  deal  of 
milk  is  brought  by  rail  to  Rochester  from  dairies  in  various  parts  of  the  country  and  the  consumer  of 
this  milk  has  a  right  to  demand  that  it  shall  not  be  contaminated  by  excremental  matter  from  the 
udder  of  the  cow  or  the  soiled  hands  of  the  milker.  Many  dairy  farmers  have  still  to  learn  that  their 
cows  should  be  groomed  and  cleaned,  that  their  milkers’  hands  should  be  washed,  and  that  their 
milkers  should  wear  clean  overalls  if  the  milk  is  to  be  guarded  from  contamination.  As  before 
pointed  out  the  consumer  is  not  represented  by  anyone  in  the  production  of  milk  in  dairies  outside 
the  District,  but  it  is  my  intention  to  ascertain  exactly  where  all  the  milk  which  is  consumed  in  your 
District  comes  from  and  to  keep  a  register  referring  to  the  same,  and  by  this  means  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  trace  at  once  to  any  particular  farm,  either  in  or  outside  the  District,  the  source  of  infection  in 
any  milk  borne  disease  which  may  arise. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  eleven  of  these  and  they  have  been  systematically  inspected  from  time  to  time.  I 
regret  to  be  unable  to  report  favourably  on  the  condition  of  some  of  these  premises.  A  few  are 
certainly  in  better  repair  and  kept  cleaner  than  was  formerly  the  case,  but  others  take  not  the 
slightest  notice  of  advice  given  them  as  to  cleanliness  and  generally  good  sanitary  condition,  and 
unless  an  improvement  is  presently  manifested,  it  will  be  necessary  to  proceed  to  more  stringent 
measures  than  have  up  to  now  been  adopted.  Most  of  the  slaughter  houses  of  the  District  are 
entirely  unfit,  from  either  situation  or  structure  or  both  for  the  purposes  to  which  they  are  put,  and  a 
Public  Abbatoir  would  be  a  most  desirable  improvement. 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

All  have  been  fumigated  as  in  previous  years. 

6,273  school  slates  were  sterilized  at  the  Corporation  Depot. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 


Analyses  performed  under  the  Act  during  the  year. 


Samples  Analysed. 

Remit. 

Action  Taken. 

•  •  • 

Milk 

Pure 

Nil 

»i  ••• 

Adulterated 

Fined  £2 

M 

11 

...  »» 

•  •• 

ft 

ff 

Fined  £$ 

Butter 

Pure 

Nil 

19  ••• 

If 

...  „ 

... 

Milk 

99 

...  ,) 

... 

»  ••• 

9) 

99 

... 

n  ... 

ff 

91 

•  •  • 

91  ... 

Adulterated 

...  Fined  £2  10s.  od. 

... 

,, 

Pure 

Nil 

•  •• 

99 

•9 

99 

Rum 

91 

...  u 

•  •• 

Whiskey 

Adulterated 

...  Cautioned 

•  •  • 

Milk 

Pure 

Nil 

>9  •  • 

Adulterated 

...  Cautioned 

Butter 

Pure 

Nil 

... 

99  ... 

99 

...  ,, 

Jam 

>1 

...  ff 

9, 

ff 

...  jj 

Margarine 

ff 

...  j » 

99  ... 

Adulterated 

...  Cautioned 

Milk 

91 

...  „ 

19  ... 

11 

...  ,, 

99 

99 

...  Fined  £6  17s.  od. 

Lard 

Pure 

Nil 

Arrowroot 

99 

...  y« 

Ground  Ginger 

19 

...  t) 

•  •  • 

Milk 

99 

...  ( 1 

•  •  • 

Skim  Milk 

H 

...  ,y 

Milk 

19 

... 

Vinegar 

99 

... 

99  ... 

99 

... 

•  •• 

Demarara  Sugar  ... 

Adulterated 

...  Cautioned 

If  ... 

Pure 

Nil 

Milk 

99 

...  n 

99 

91 

...  )j 

... 

99 

99 

...  j, 

99 

9* 

...  yy 

»  ••• 

99 

...  yy 

99 

99 

...  J, 

,9 

9* 

...  yy 

... 

9,  ... 

Adulterated 

Fined  £3 

Butter 

Pure 

Nil 

99  ... 

ff 

...  yy 
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ff 

...  y% 

,,  ... 

ff 

...  yy 

Milk 

ff 

...  yy 

,, 

99 

...  yy 

Butter 

99 

...  yy 

,9 

Adulterated 

Fined  £2  10s.  6d. 

99  ... 

Pure 

Nil 

... 

Milk 

Adulterated 

Fined  £2  us.  6d. 

9,  ... 

Pure 

Nil 

»  •* 

99 

... 

Butter 

ff 

...  ), 

Cheese 

ff 

... 

Milk 

Adulterated 

...  No  action,  test  case 

9,  ... 

Pure 

Nil 

Butter 

ff 

...  yy 

Cheese 

ft 

...  yy 

Butter 

ff 

...  yy 

•  •  t 

Cheese 

ff 

•  •  • 

Milk 

ff 

Butter 

ff 

... 

Cheese 

ff 

...  yy 

... 

Milk 

Adulterated 

...  Cautioned 

99 

Pure 

Nil 

99 

Adulterated 

No  action,  test  case 

Butter 

Pure 

Nil 

Cheese 

ff 

...  yy 

Milk 

ff 

... 

Butter 

ff 

9  9 

...  yy 

These  samples  were  taken  at  the  rate  of  six  a  month. 

The  more  serious  adulterations  were  with  regard  to  milk.  Of  38  samples,  13  were  found  to 
be  adulterated  giving  a  per  centage  of  34-2.  Unsat isfactory  as  this  is,  it  shows  a  great  improvement 
on  1903,  when  the  per  centage  of  milk  adulterations  was  687.  Of  the  13  cases  of  adulteration  7 
were  serious  and  2  were  second  convictions.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  Magistrates  inflicted  a  heavy 
fine. 

The  per  centage  of  all  adulterations  was  22-i.  In  1903  it  was  33*3. 


LOCAL  RAINFALL  IN  1904. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  City  Surveyor  I  am  able  to  give  the  following  information,  which  was 
obtained  at  the  Strood  Waterworks,  situated  in  the  District. 


Month. 

Total  Depth. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours. 

Number  of  days 

Inches. 

Depth. 

Date. 

*oi  or  more 

January 

30I 

•47 

30 

23 

February 

3'55 

...  bo 

12 

...  20 

March 

1-36 

•29 

2 

17 

April 

•87 

73 

I  2 

9 

May 

i*59 

•25 

31 

17 

June 

1-23 

•43 

Q 

7 

July 

r69 

•93 

25 

8 

August 

1*69 

...  '64 

22 

1 1 

Septembe-i 

•89 

•19 

6 

.  12 

October 

1*61 

•57 

6 

14 

November 

i’3i 

•44 

7 

..  10 

December 

2-47 

72 

6 

19 

2027 

167 

In  1903,  31*57  inches  of  rain  fell  or  rather  more  than  half  as  much  again  as  in  [904. 
Moreover,  in  the  months  in  which  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  is  most  prevalent — namely  :  July,  August  and 
September,  in  1903  there  were  9^64  inches  of  rain,  whereas  in  1904  there  were  only  4^27  inches. 
Further  reference  to  this  will  be  found  in  the  portion  of  the  Report  which  deals  with  Diarrhoea. 


BACK-TO-BACK  HOUSES. 


I  have  during  the  year  made  a  complete  inspection  and  investigation  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  back-to  back  houses,  or  houses  without  through  ventilation.  These  are  as  many  as  I 
could  find  in  the  District,  but  there  may  be  a  few  more.  A  Register  has  been  made  of  these  houses, 
embodying  particulars  of  situation,  rent,  number  of  rooms,  number  of  inmates,  mortality  of  inmates, 
and  general  structure  and  sanitary  condition,  of  premises  land  surroundings.  Observations  with 
regard  to  mortality  and  incidence  of  Zymotic  Disease  will  continue  to  be  kept.  Probably  these 
houses  represent  the  poorest  and  least  sanitary  property  in  the  District,  and  in  the  event  of  the 
erection  of  Workmen’s  Dwellings  by  the  Corporation,  the  gradual  demolition  of  the  back-to-back 
houses  would  mark  an  important  step  in  the  improvement  of  the  public  health. 

The  following  statistics  are  of  interest  : — 


Number  of  back-to-back  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  239 

„  living  rooms  in  the  houses  ...  ...  ...  251 

„  bed  rooms  in  the  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  391 

„  persons  living  in  the  houses  ...  ...  ...  843 

„  adults  living  in  the  houses  ...  ..  ...  516 

,,  children  living  in  the  houses  ...  ...  ...  327 

Average  number  of  inmates  to  each  house  ...  ...  ...  37 

„  „  „  living  room  ...  ...  3'3 

„  „  „  bedroom  ...  ...  ...  2-i 

Number  of  deaths  in  1904  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Death  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23*7 

Deaths  of  adults  over  15  years  ...  ...  ...  ..  9 

„  children  under  13  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  deaths  from  tubercular  or  lung  disease  ...  ...  12 

Average  rent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3s.  7d.  per  week. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  these  figures  is  the  death  rate. 

The  death  rate  for  the  whole  District  for  the  year  is  15*1  per  1,000,  for  the  back-to-back 
houses  it  is  237  or  about  half  as  much  again.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  attribute  the  whole  of  this 
material  increase  to  the  mere  fact  of  living  in  houses  without  through  ventilation,  since  the  persons 
who  live  in  such  houses  are  of  the  poorest  classes,  amongst  whom  mortality  is  always  high  from  other 
causes,  but  when  it  is  seen  that  of  the  20  deaths  no  fewer  than  n  were  caused  by  either  tubucular  or 
lung  disease,  it  is  obvious  that  there  are  special  dangers  attaching  to  living  in  houses  of  this  character, 
since  it  is  precisely  these  diseases  which  are  fostered  by  impure  air  and  the  conditions  of  dirt  and 
darkness  which  accompany  it. 


These  special  dangers  of  back-to-back  houses  have  been  demonstrated  time  after  time  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  results  derived  from  this  investigation  are  in  complete  line  with 
the  experience  of  others. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  much  overcrowding  in  the  houses  and  there  are  many  more 
adults  than  children.  As  a  fact  these  houses  are  largely  occupied  by  newly-married  couples,  or 
couples  with  only  one  child,  and  not  infrequently  by  one  or  two  single  men  who  look  after 
themselves.  When  the  families  of  the  married  couples  increase  I  presume  they  seek  larger  quarters. 

The  average  number  of  persons  to  each  bed  room  is  2*1.  and  if  the  bed  room  were  a  large 
well  ventilated  apartment  this  would  not  be  excessive,  but  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  it 
is  invariably  very  small  and  not  ventilated  at  all,  the  conditions  are  entirely  different  and  the  health, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  life,  of  the  21  persons  becomes  jeopardised. 


A  special  report,  by  Mr.  Jackling,  on  the  structural  and  general  sanitary  conditions  of  these 
premises,  follows  : — 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  which  were  found  to  be  built  either  back  to  back  or  totally 
unprovided  with  any  means  of  through  ventilation  was  239.  This  class  of  property  is  chiefly  found 
in  the  Courts  and  Alleys  and  in  the  more  closely  populated  neighbourhood  ot  the  City,  where  fresh 
air  and  sunlight  have  in  common  with  the  inhabitants  to  struggle  for  existence.  It  was  therefore  not 
surprising  to  find  the  atmosphere  in  some  of  the  rooms  reached  an  alarming  degree  of  foulness,  and 
that  cleanliness  was  not  of  a  very  high  order. 

The  sanitary  aspect  of  the  premises  is  far  Irom  being  satisfactory,  only  98  of  the  total 
number  of  houses  being  provided  with  water  closets  and  of  these  only  44  are  provided  with  one  w.c. 
for  each  house  the  remainder  having  open  privy  pits.  These  are  the  source  of  a  great  nuisance, 
being  built  in  many  cases  abutting  the  houses  and  are  constructed  by  means  of  a  hole  dug  in  the 
ground,  defectively  rendered  inside  with  brickwork  and  a  seat  and  riser  placed  over.  This  is 
frequently  the  only  receptacle  for  all  sewage  matter,  slop  water  and  household  refuse. 

The  disposal  of  household  refuse  is  a  further  source  of  nuisance  when  not  disposed  of  in  the 
manner  above  described,  it  is  either  deposited  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  some  dilapidated  box, 
basket  or  pail  is  considered  a  sufficient  receptacle  for  such  refuse,  only  zb  of  these  houses  being 
provided  with  a  covered  galvanized  iron  dustbin. 

It  is  still  further  to  be  regretted  to  find  the  almost  entire  lack  of  the  provision  made  for 
washing  purposes.  Few  houses  are  provided  with  wash-houses  and  a  still  smaller  number  have  proper 
slop  sinks,  and  it  is  rare  indeed  to  find  the  water  tap  fixed  over  the  sink  in  the  wash-house.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  the  tenant  has  the  use  of  a  common  stand  pipe  fixed  in  the  yard  which  serves  for 
use  of  ten  or  a  dozen  houses. 

The  yard  areas  of  most  of  the  Courts  are  entirely  un paved  and  the  surface  covered  with  a 
varying  degree  of  filth.  The  houses  themselves  in  some  cases  are  near  to  the  dilapidation  of  being 
condemned,  in  others,  built  chiefly  of  weather-boarding,  dilapidation  varies  ;  in  few  cases  only  are  the 
houses  in  anything  like  a  satisfactory  condition. 

MAIN  DRAINAGE. 

Engineers  have  been  appointed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the  Main  Drainage  of  the  District 
and  have  presented  their  report  and  plans.  The  proposed  site  for  the  Outfall  Works  is  in  the  marshes 
near  the  Gas  House.  6  acres  of  this  land  is  already  the  property  of  the  Corporation  and  an 
additional  7  acres  is  required  for  the  necessary  works.  It  was  not  possible  to  purchase  this  by 
agreement  so  the  Corporation  have  sought  compulsory  powers  to  acquire  the  land  and  a  Local 
Government  Board  enquiry  into  the  matter  has  been  held.  The  question  of  a  joint  scheme  with 
Chatham  for  sewage  disposal  has  again  been  revived,  and  at  the  present  time  a  special  committee  from 
each  body  is  considering  the  matter.  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  the  erection  of  one 
disposal  works  instead  of  two  can  be  shewn  to  effect  a  material  saving  in  money,  the  proposed 
combination  should  be  arranged. 

It  would,  I  am  confident,  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  District  to  erect  a  Refuse  Destructor  and 
a  Steam  Disinfecting  Station,  and  this  might  be  done  at  the  same  time  as  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works. 


MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

There  are  ten  midwives  practising  in  the  District,  registered  under  this  Act.  I  have  visited 
them  from  time  to  time  and  examined  their  books.  Some  of  them,  I  regret  to  say,  are  almost 
.  illiterate  and  incapable  of  keeping  their  books  properly,  still  less  of  understanding  such  terms  as 
disinfection,  clinical  thermometer,  &c.  I  suppose  they  do  the  best  they  can  ;  at  all  events  no  flagrant 
case  of  carelessness  or  ignorant  treatment  has  come  under  observation  during  the  year.  There  have 
been  two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  in  the  practice  of  one  of  the  midwives,  the  first  on 
June  9th  and  the  second  on  August  9th.  On  each  occasion  the  midwife  was  required  to  undertake 
sufficient  measures  of  disinfection  and  to  remain  in  quarantine  three  weeks. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 


On  June  25th,  two  persons  were  fined  by  the  Magistrates  for  being  concerned  in  the  sale  of 
mackerel  which  was  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

On  December  7th,  a  quantity  of  mixed  fish  reached  the  City  and  was  condemned  by  His 
Worship  the  Mayor  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  fish  had  not  been  offered  for  sale,  so  no 
prosecution  was  necessary. 

NUISANCES  REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Houses  without  drains  or  reconstructed 
,,  provided  with  new  w.c.’s 
„  „  „  ash-pits  or  dustbins  . 

„  ,,  „  shooting  or  repaired 

„  cleansed  and  whitewashed 

„  fumigated 
„  overcrowded 
„  unfit  for  habitation 

„  roofs  repaired 

Drains  trapped  and  ventilated 

„  repaired  and  cleansed 

„  stoppage  in 

„  defective  traps  removed  and  trapped  stoneware  gullies  fixed 
Water  closets  substituted  for  privies 
„  „  provided  with  water  supply  and  flushing  apparatus 

„  „  repaired  and  cleansed 

„  „  defective  water  fittings  to  ... 


I3i 

48 

1 

104 
21 
1 1  2 
8 

10 

x35 

125 

186 

150 

352 

23 

84 

34 

63 


Carried  forward 


•••  U587 


Brought  forward 

Privies  dangerous  and  defective  structure  ... 

„  defective  pits 

,,  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cesspools,  insufficient  accommodation 

,,  defective  ...  ...  ...  ... 

„  unventilated ... 

„  constructed  ... 

Soil  pipes  and  drains  ventilated  ... 

Old  pan  closets  with  container  and  D  trap  removed 
Urinals  altered  and  repaired 

Sink  and  other  waste  pipes  disconnected  from  drains 
Stables  drained  and  paved 

Yards  of  dwellings  provided  with  new  concrete  paving  or 
„  and  premises  in  dirty  condition 
Manure  removed 

Cowsheds,  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses  cleansed 
Remove  pigs,  poultry  and  other  animals  ... 


rep 


aired 


Total  ... 


1,587 

36 

37 
4 

42 

54 

59 

3i 

63 

9 

2 

87 

1 1 
129 
2 

17 

24 

3i 

2,225 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  and  HOMEWORK- 


1.— Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including  Factoiy  Laundries) 

5 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

195 

4 

V 

c 

0 

Workplaces 

46 

z 

Homeworkers’  Premises... 

78 

Total  •••  •••  ••• 

324 

4 

2—  Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

of 

Prosecutions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

14 

14 

Want  of  Ventilation 

II 

9 

Overcrowding 

3 

3 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  Nuisances 

3 

3 

1  insufficient 

18 

15 

Sanitary  accommodations-:  unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

(  not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

2 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
(S.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake¬ 
houses  (SS.  97  to  100) 

Failure  as  regard  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107) 

Giving  out  work  to  be  done  j  ™holesome  (S.  108)  ... 

in  premises  which  are  1  -  c  .  ,  ,e  x 

K  ( infected  (S.  100) 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  premises 
infected  by  scarlet  fever  or  smallpox  (S.  109) 
Other  offences 

Total  •••  •••  ••• 

55 

50 

•  • 


.  . 


I.  .  •- 


3— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H  M.  I  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 
Inspectors  as  remediable  under  the  Public  1 

Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  j  Reports  (of  action  taken) 
Act,  (S.  5)  I  sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors. 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : — 
In  use  during  1903 


Certificates  granted 


in  1903 


i  in  1 
(  in  1 


904 


In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 


Homework  : — 

Lists  of  Outworkers'  (S.  107) 
Lists  received 

Addresses  of  outworkers 


J 


forwarded  to  other  Authorities 


(  received  from  other  Authorities 


Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises  : — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  premises  (S.  108) 
Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’  premises 
Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises  (S.  1 10) 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  13 1)  at  the  end  of  1904 

2 


u 

J3 


3  5-* 

«  2j=  c  « 

XL  u  «  <u 

oo°SE 

O.  ^  S  3  3 

C  '■♦r  2  ^ 

h  o  V 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


No  underground 
bakehouses  in  the 
District. 


Number  of 


Lists. 


Outworkers. 


13 


SO 


23 

36 


Wearing 
Apparel  ; 


Other. 


248 


Table  I. 


ROCHESTER— For  Whole  District 


Yea*. 

Population  esti¬ 

mated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate.* 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

§  -o 

u* 

V 

^3  'Ex 
rt  cc 

Total  Deaths  at 

all  ages. 

Total  Death 

Rate. 

Deaths  in  Public 

Institutions. 

Deaths  of  Non¬ 

residents  registered 
in  Public  Institu¬ 

tions  in  District. 

Deaths  of  Resi¬ 

dents  registered  in 
Public  Institutions 

beyond  District. 

Deaths  at  all 

Ages.  Nett. 

Death  Rate*  at 

all  Ages.  Nett. 

1894  ... 

27580 

7S7 

285 

1  *3 

*43 

5*7 

187 

*24 

Ss 

10 

442 

160 

1895  ... 

2S010 

792 

28  2 

124 

156 

488 

*7 '4 

*  *7 

76 

l6 

428 

*5’2 

1896  ... 

28440 

818 

287 

112 

136 

564 

19  8 

161 

112 

II 

463 

162 

1897  ... 

28870 

794 

27  5 

117 

*47 

481 

166 

*33 

90 

*4 

405 

140 

1898  ... 

29300 

800 

27 '3 

*45 

182 

638 

21  7 

*9* 

*5* 

22 

509 

*73 

1899  ... 

29730 

S09 

27*2 

161 

199 

642 

2*5 

194 

**3 

21 

550 

1 8  4 

1900  ... 

30160 

813 

26  9 

*36 

167 

582 

192 

1S2 

*3* 

18 

469 

*55 

1901  ... 

3«>590 

864 

282 

122 

141 2 

556 

181 

14* 

*07 

*7 

466 

*49 

1902  ... 

31104 

878 

28  2 

127 

*44 '6 

620 

199 

209 

*35 

1 1 

496 

*59 

1903  - 

31656 

865 

27'3 

77 

89 

440 

13  8 

160 

*25 

*7 

332 

104 

Averages  f 

for  Y ears  > 

29544 

822 

27  8 

*23  '4 

1 50  '4 

552-8 

186 

l6l  '2 

*  *3  "5 

*  5  ‘7 

456 

*5  3 

1S94-1903  ) 

1904  — 

32142 

867 

26  9 

124 

*43 

582 

18*1 

*58 

*  *5 

19 

486 

*5* 

*  Kates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 


By  the  term  “  Non-residents  ”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity, 
and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  ;  and  by  the  term  “  Residents  ”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken 
out  of  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

At  Census  of  1901  the  total  population  at  all  ages,  30,590;  number  of  inhabited  houses,  6,236  ;  average 
number  of  persons  per  house.  4'9-  Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  2715. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the  District.  —  St. 
Bartholomew’s  General  Hospital,  Rochester;  Union  Workhouse  Infirmary,  Strood ;  St.  William’s 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Rochester  ;  Fort  Pitt  Military  Hospital,  Rochester. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District. — Medway  Union 
Workhouse,  Chatham. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District ? — That  for  the  Strood  Locality  is,  but  that  for  the 
Medway  Locality  is  not. 


Table  II.  ROCHESTER  DISTRICT. 


Names  of 
Localities. 

WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

- 

MEDWAY. 

STROOD. 

Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

1894  ... 

27580 

787 

442 

**3 

16202 

422 

244 

57 

**378 

365 

198 

56 

*895  ... 

28010 

792 

428 

124 

16401 

392 

244 

47 

1 1609 

400 

184 

77 

1896  ... 

28440 

818 

463 

1 12 

16600 

403 

255 

50 

11840 

4*5 

208 

62 

1897  ... 

28870 

794 

405 

1 17 

16799 

405 

243 

68 

1 207 1 

389 

162 

49 

1898  ... 

29300 

800 

509 

*45 

16998 

402 

287 

66 

12302 

398 

222 

79 

1899  ... 

29730 

809 

550 

161 

17197 

4*5 

309 

79 

12533 

394 

241 

82 

1900  ... 

30160 

8*3 

469 

*36 

17396 

393 

262 

7i 

12764 

420 

207 

65 

1901  ... 

30590 

864 

466 

122 

17598 

436 

253 

47 

12992 

428 

213 

74 

1902  ... 

3*104 

87S 

496 

127 

*7893 

460 

289 

63 

13211 

418 

207 

64 

1903 

31656 

865 

332 

77 

18080 

452 

182 

38 

13576 

4*3 

150 

39 

Averages  ) 
of  Years  ( 
1894  to  f 

29544 

822 

456 

*23  4 

17116 

418 

257 

58-6 

12427 

404 

199 

647 

1903.  ) 

1904  ... 

32142 

867 

486 

124 

18299 

427 

262 

55 

ro 

00 

rn 

440 

224 

69 

Tablk  III  ROCHESTER  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  I  go  4. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  notified  in  whole  District. 

Total  Cases  notified 
in  each  Locality. 

No.  of  Cases  removed 
to  Hospital  from 
each  Locality. 

At  all  ages. 

Under  I  year 

\r\ 

O 

O 

M 

O 

to 

\r\ 

NO 

O 

W 

lA 

N 

65  and  upwards 

MEDWAY. 

r* 

0 

0 

as 

H 

C/5 

MEDWAY  (H) 

STROOD. 

Diphtheria . 

41 

I 

12 

20 

6 

2 

30 

I  I 

14 

2 

Membranous  Croup 

3 

2 

I 

2 

I 

Erysipelas  ... 

34 

I 

4 

2 

22 

5 

14 

20 

Scarlet  Fever 

56 

20 

31 

4 

I 

28 

28 

23 

20 

Enteric  Fever 

39 

I 

18 

6 

14 

•7 

22 

9 

•7 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Totals 

175 

2 

35 

74 

18 

41 

5 

9i 

84 

46 

39 

Table  IV.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1904. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents” 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Deaths  at  all  ages 
of  “  Residents  ” 
belonging  to 
localities 

whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the 
District. 

Total  Deaths  whether  of 

“  Residents”  or  non 

“  Residents  ”  in  Public  In¬ 

stitutions  in  the  District. 

All  ages. 

Under  1. 

1  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

wj 

T3 

H 

CJ 

* 

Cl 

3 

T3 

C 

oi 

lA 

VO 

Medway. 

St  rood. 

Measles 

17 

4 

II 

2 

9 

8 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

I 

I 

2 

I 

Whooping-cough 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

4 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

8 

5 

2 

I 

4 

4 

7 

Epidemic  influenza 

I 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea 

45 

38 

5 

2 

18 

27 

Enteritis 

7 

5 

I 

1 

3 

4 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

I 

I 

|  I 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

2 

Other  septic  diseases 

13 

I 

2 

I 

6 

3 

IT 

2 

10 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) ... 

38 

I 

2 

7 

26 

2 

20 

18 

9 

Other  tubercular  diseases... 

15 

4 

6 

2 

3 

IO 

5 

9 

Cancer,  malignant  disease... 

24 

13 

II 

»7 

7 

8 

Bronchitis 

56 

6 

5 

16 

29 

27 

29 

I  I 

Pneumonia 

34 

IO 

8 

I 

9 

6 

18 

l6 

4 

Pleurisy 

3 

3 

2 

I 

I 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

4 

4 

2 

2 

I 

Venereal  diseases 

I 

I 

I 

0 

2 

Premature  birth... 

19 

19 

9 

IO 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  parturition 

4 

4 

2 

2 

3 

Heart  diseases  ... 

48 

I 

I 

4 

25 

17 

30 

18 

20 

Accidents 

8 

I 

I 

I 

I 

4 

5 

.  3 

l6 

Suicides 

1 

I 

I 

I 

Apoplexy 

13 

IO 

3 

9 

4 

3 

Not  certified 

15 

6 

I 

I 

5 

2 

8 

7 

All  other  causes ... 

IOI 

29 

7 

2 

3 

20 

40 

49 

52 

46 

|  All  causes 

486 

124 

52 

18 

21 

155 

1 16 

262 

224 

00 

LT» 

1 

ST.  WILLIAM’S  HOSPITAL  AND  SMALL  POX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


One  hundred  and  eighty-seven  cases  were  admitted  dnring  the  year,  being  eighty-nine  less  than 
in  1903.  'The  average  admission  for  the  last  ten  years  is  281*6. 

ROCHESTER. 


Ages.  Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Total. 

Under  5 

.  16  ...  5 

•  •  • 

1 

22 

Five  and 

upwards  ...  27  ...  11 

... 

25 

63 

CHATHAM. 

Under  5 

.  20  ...  2 

•  •  • 

0 

23 

Five  and 

upwards  ...  31  ...  7 

... 

12 

50 

FROM  NEIGHBOURING  AUTHORITIES. 

Under  5 

.  3  ...  0 

•  •• 

0 

8 

Five  and 

upwards  ...  13  ...  12 

... 

1 

26 

110  38 

39 

187 

Number  of  cases  from  each  district 

: 

Rochester 

85 

Chatham 

73 

Neighbouring  ... 

29 

187 

Several  eases,  although  highly  suspicious  on  admission,  turned  out  to  be  wrongly  diagnosed,  and 
were  accordingly  discharged  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  One  of  such  cases  died  of  cerebral  meningitis. 


The  mortality  was  as  follows  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  1  or  *9  per  cent. 

Diphtheria  ...  4  or  10’5  per  cent. 

Euteric  Fever  ...  6  or  15*3  per  cent. 

In  making  out  these  percentages  the  cases  which  were  considered  to  be  wrongly  diagnosed  have 
not  been  included.  The  mortality  is  higher  than  last  year,  but,  in  all  three  diseases,  is  lower  than  the 
average.  Much  importance,  cannot,  however,  be  attached  to  it,  as  the  numbers  dealt  with  are  so  Bmall. 


Average  number  of  days  detained  in  Hoepital  : 

Scarlet  Fever 

54-1 

Diphtheria 

27-9 

Enteric  Fever 

46 

Deaths  are  not  included  in  these  averages. 

ENTERIC  FEVER  and 

SHELL  FISH. 

Of  the  39  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  received  into  Hospital,  9  gave  a  history  of  eating  shell-fish 
within  the  incubation  period  of  the  disease.  It  is  impossible  to  say  that  these  were  all  cases  of  cause  and 
effect,  but  I  feel  certain  that  some  of  them  were  directly  due  to  the  consumption  of  sewage-polluted 
shell-fish,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  to  be  avoided.  The  people  have  been  warned 
time  after  time  to  be  careful  in  this  matter,  but  they  continue  to  take  risks.  The  proximity  of  miles  of  an 
undoubtedly  sewage-polluted  river  makes  the  matter  exceedingly  difficult,  since  in  many  places  there  is 
nothing  whatever  to  prevent  a  person  gathering  shell  fish  for  himself.  It  seems  to  me  the  position  is  very 
like  that  of  one  who  picks  and  eats  mushrooms,  and  after  a  time  encounters  a  poisonous  fungu6.  There  is 
no  legal  control  over  persons  selling  shell  fish  in  the  District,  unless  of  course  such  shell  fish  should  be 
obviously  unfit  for  food,  and  there  is  no  guarantee,  at  all  events  in  the  case  of  shell  fish  sold  in  the  streets, 
as  to  its  source. 

Fishermen  and  other  persons  employed  on  the  river,  do  frequently,  I  believe,  gather  shell  fish 
and  bring  them  up  to  the  City,  where  they  are  sold  for  a  few  pence  or  given  away. 


* 


Report  as  to  Port  Sanitary  District. 


HeaiiTh  Department, 

Guildhall,  Rochester. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  performed  during  the  year 

1904. 


The  Vessels  entering  the  Port 

were  as  follows : 

Foreign  Trade  : 

British  Steam 

33 

Sailing 

63 

Foreign  Steam 

40 

73 

Sailing 

79 

142 

Coasting  Trade  : 

British  Steam 

.  543 

Sailing 

286 

Foreign  Steam 

14 

557 

Sailing 

3 

289 

Total  Steam  ...  630. 

Total  Sailing  ... 

431. 

The  following  were  also  boarded  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  Assistant : 


Barges  ...  ...  ...  1328 

Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  561 

Lighters  ..  ...  ...  44 

Fishing  Boats  ...  ...  33 

Water  Boats  ...  ...  ...  2 


1968 

Total  number  of  vessels  inspected  ...  ...  3029 

In  1903  the  number  was  .  .  ...  ...  4061 


Number  and  Nationality  of  Vessels  : — 

British,  2893  ;  Norwegian,  50  :  Dauish,  13  ;  German,  14  ;  Swedish,  14  ;  Russian,  18  ; 
Dutch,  21  ;  French,  4  ;  Finnish,  1  ;  Belgian,  1  ;  total,  3029. 


REPORT  AS  TO  EXECUTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS  ACTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 


Name  and  Address  of  Inspector  Henry  Evans,  84,  Weston  Road,  Strood,  Rochester. 

Remuneration  £4  per  annum. 


The  Inspector  is  on  the  River  daily,  and  overhauls  the  boats  when  he  comes  across  them. 
These  boats  are  chiefly  employed  in  carrying  coals  from  ship  to  wharf  in  the  Medway  River,  and  very 
seldom  leave  the  District. 

No  boats  have  been  detained  during  the  year. 

Number  of  new  boats  registered  ...  ...  ...  o 

„  boats  re-registered  owing  to  structural  alteration...  0 
,,  „  for  other  reasons  ...  ...  3 

„  „  registered  at  December  31st,  1904  ...  263 


Number  of  women  on  boats  inspected 
„  children  between  5  and  12 

„  „  under  5 


8 

0 

2 


Number  of  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  561 

„  „  conforming  to  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  463 

,,  „  with  one  or  more  infringements  ...  98 


Total  number  of  infringements  ...  ...  ...  134 

Number  of  infringements  remedied  ...  ...  ...  131 


CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  INFRINGEMENTS. 


Absence  of  Certificate,  Act  77,  Sec.  8  ...  ...  4 

Certificate  not  identifying  owner  with  boat  ...  ...  0 

Marking.  Act  77,  Sec.  3  .  •  ...  •••  23 

Cleanliness.  Reg.  11  ...  ...  ...  ••  41 

Dilapidated.  Roe.  11  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  floors  and  bulkheads  ...  ..  ...  7 

Bilges  to  cleanse  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Sleeping  berths  to  limewash  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  skylights  and  scuttle  ...  ...  12 

No  proper  water  vessels  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No  proper  sleeping  berths  ...  ...  ...  3 

Leaky  decks  causing  wet  berths  ...  ...  ...  4 

Food  cupboards  to  limewash  ...  ...  ••  8 

Cabins  to  paint  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Stores  and  funnels  required  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total  number  of  infringements  ...  ...  184 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK  OF  THE  PORT. 

Water  Boats. — There  are  two  of  these  employed  in  supplying  ships  with  water  for  drinking  purposes. 

One  boat  has  four  iron  tanks,  the  other  three,  each  tank  holding  about  500  gallons.  The  water 
supplied  to  these  boats  is  from  one  or  other  of  the  two  public  Water  Works  oi  the  City.  The 
tanks  are  cleansed  four  times  a  year,  and  have  been  inspected  seventeen  times  during  1004. 

Cases  of  Sickness. — 39  cases  of  sickness  came  under  notice  on  board  vessels  in  the  river,  and  in  each  case 
a  private  doctor  was  advised  or  the  patient  removed  to  Hospital. 

The  cases  were  Influenza  5,  Accidents  12,  Pleurisy  2,  Fireman’s  Cramp  1,  Liver  Complaint  3, 
Neuralgia  2,  Rheumatism  8,  Phthisis  1,  Asthma  3,  Tumour  1,  Pneumonia  1. 

Your  I  nspector  attends  to  the  removal  of  serious  cases.  Both  he  and  his  Assistant  have  knowledge 
of  the  principles  of  first  aid  to  the  sick  and  injured. 

Vessels  from  Infected  Ports. — The  following  vessels  were  specially  boarded  by  me  on  account  of  coming 
from  infected  ports  or  having  suspicious  cases  of  sickness  on  board. 

April  10. — s.s.  “Olivine”  from  Yarmouth,  via  London,  reported  leaving  a  seaman  in  Hospital  at 
Yarmouth  suffering  from  diphtheria.  Crew  physically  examined  and  found  all  well. 

October  6th. — s.s.  “  Carib  Prince  ’’  from  Syria,  Malta,  Alexandria,  via  London,  plague  and  cholera 
infected  ports.  Chief  Officer  reported  removing  a  seaman  to  Hospital  in  Alexandria,  suffering 
from  Rheumatism  (supposed).  The  crew  were  physically  examined  and  found  to  be  all  well. 
The  vessel  was  in  a  cleanly  state,  but  disinfectants  were  used  in  various  places  as  a  precaution. 
The  vessel  was  visited  every  day,  and  enquiries  made  as  to  the  health  of  the  crew. 

November  1st — s.s.  “  Pegu  ”  from  Rangoon  via  London,  with  a  crew  of  55  Lascars  and  15  Europeans. 
The  crew  were  physically  examined  and  found  to  be  all  well.  Disinfectauts  were  freely  used 
about  the  Lascars’  quarters,  and  particular  attention  paid  to  the  ventilation  of  the  same.  The 
ports  were  opened  and  the  ventilators  unstopped.  The  vessel  was  visited  every  day  to  see  that 
the  Lascars’  quarters  were  cleansed  and  ventilated. 

December  5th.— s.s.  “  Jeanne  ”  from  Alexandria,  a  plague  infected  port.  The  crew  were  physically 
examined  and  found  to  be  all  well  and  the  same  precautions  were  taken  as  in  the  preceding 
case. 

Passengers. — As  far  as  known  81  passengers  arrived  on  ships  from  Foreign  and  68  on  vessels  from 
coastwise. 

Cargoes. — Grain,  flour,  potatoes,  sugar,  fruit  and  fish  were  examined  aud  found  to  be  in  sound  condition. 

Your  District  both  up  and  dowu  the  River  has  been  visited  by  me.  Otterham  Quay  and  Halstow 
demand  attention  owing  to  the  fact  that  occasionally  barges  bring  offensive  London  refuse  and 
deposit  it  on  the  Quay.  This  is  productive  of  serious  nuisance  especially  in  the  summer  time. 
When  it  occurs  the  owner  is  asked  to  remove  the  refuse  from  the  Quayside  immediately. 

I  have  also  made  touis  of  inspection  of  ships,  barges  and  canal  boats  on  several  occasions  during  the 
year. 

Riverside  Factories  have  also  been  visited,  in  order  to  look  co  the  Sanitary  arrangements  provided  for 
the  men  ;  and  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  Sanitary  work  of  the  Port  is  being  satisfactorily 
carried  out  by  your  Inspector  and  his  Assistant. 

Hospital  Ship  “  Elk.” — The  “  Elk  ”  was  inspected  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Committee  on  June  27th,  and 
it  was  decided  uot  to  sell  her,  but  to  have  her  thoroughly  overhauled  and  repaired.  This  has 
been  done  and  she  is  at  present  tight  aud  in  a  fit  condition  to  accommodate  fifty  contacts  or  a 
smaller  number  of  sick. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  notices  served  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  during 

the  year,  on  vessels  other  than  Canal  Boats,  ani  the  nuisances  met  aud  dealt  with. 


Foreign. 

Coast. 

Barges. 

Total. 

Dirty  cabins  or  forecastles  to  cleanse 

35 

67 

81 

183 

„  „  ,,  paint  or  limewash... 

3 

7 

17 

27 

Defective  light  in  cabins  or  forecastles 

2 

5 

15 

22 

„  ventilation  „  ,, 

12 

10 

19 

41 

„  „  of  holds 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Leaky  decks  causing  wet  berths 

4 

11 

19 

34 

Drinking  water  casks  or  tanks  to  cleanse  ... 

5 

17 

38 

60 

„  „  „  condemned... 

0 

4 

3 

7 

Defective  bulkheads,  allowing  effluvia  or  dust  from  cargo  to  enter 
cabin  or  forecastle 

0 

8 

2 

10 

Insufficient  sleeping  accommodation 
„  water  storage 

To  provide  stoves  or  funnels  for  cabin  or  forecastle 
To  cleanse  hammocks  or  bedding 
To  remove  ship’s  stores  from  crew  space 
„  lamps  from  berths  ... 

,,  paint  lockers  from  forecastles  ... 

W.C.’s  to  cleanse  or  disinfect  .. 

Peaks  or  lazarettes  to  cleanse  or  limpwash  ... 

Side  scuttles  and  deck  prisms  to  refit 
Bilges  to  cleanse  or  disinfect  ... 

Iron  decks  over  berths  to  line  . 

Defective  floors  in  cabius  or  forecastles 
Hawse  pipes  leaking  into  forecastle 
Leaky  paid  and  windlass  bits  ... 

Food  cupboards  to  cleanse,  ventilate,  or  limewash 
Defective  W.C.,  pans  or  fittings 
Cable  stages  to  cleanse  or  limewash 
Harness  casks  to  cleanse 
„  „  condemned 

Bow  lockers  to  cleanse  or  limewash 
Dirty  old  clothes  destroyed  (burnt) 

Defective  scuppers  in  forecastle 

Defective  skylights 

Dirty  old  beds  destroyed  (burnt) 

Dilapidated  cabins... 

Sleeping  berths  to  cleanse  or  limewash 
Potatoes  condemned  as  unfit  for  food 
Overcrowding 

To  provide  man-bole  doors  to  drinkiug  water  tanks 
Defective  scuttle  hatches 
Food  clipboards  to  erect 


Foreign.  Coast.  Barges.  Total. 

4  7  8  19 

0  2  0  2 

2  9  7  18 

0  10  4  14 

2  7  6  15 

0  0  2  2 

0  5  0  5 

12  51  0  63 

4  4  0  8 

9  47  0  56 

115  7 

0  4  0  4 

0  4  2  6 

3  12  0  15 

3  19  2  24 

4  18  26  48 

2  8  0  10 

14  0  5 

13  0  4 

0  2  0  2 

2  10  3 

2  4  0  6 

0  2  0  2 

0  2  37  39 

4  2  9  15 

0  0  10  10 

6  14  9  29 

0  2  bags  0  2 

10  3  4 

110  2 

0  13  4 

10  0  1 


126  377  327  830 

All  the  notices  except  12  were  complied  with. 


Medical  Inspection  at  Sheerness  : — 

Vessels  Inspected. 

Not  Inspected. 

1904. 

180 

35 

1903. 

216 

53 

1902. 

200 

55 

1  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


SIDNEY  PRITCHETT. 


* 

c> 


* 

